[1:4 A] 


[B] 


[C] 


[D] 


[F] Aqila translated [the word almut] as athanasia, that is, 
immortality: a world in which there is no death. 


[G] And the righteous will point to him in a gesture of respect with 
their finger and say, “That this is our God, our God for ever 
and ever. He will be our guide for ever’ (Ps. 48:14). 


[H] “He will be our guide in this world, he will be our guide in the 
world to come.” 


R. Helbo, R. Hama bar Guria in the name of R. Hama bar Ugqba in the 
name of R. Yosé b. Haninah, ““‘Family by family,’ [with reference to 
the following verse: “That these days should be remembered and kept 
throughout every generation, in every family, province, and city, and 
that these days of Purim should never fall into disuse among the Jews, 
nor should commemoration of these days cease among their 
descendants’ (Est. 9:28). 


“On the basis of this statement we derive the law that the watches of 
the priesthood and the Levites are to refrain from labor. [In the week in 
which their work at the Temple in Jerusalem is to carry out the 
sacrifices and song, on the day the scroll of Esther is read, they should 
refrain from their work and listen to the scroll.]” 


Said R. Helbo, “On the basis of this statement we derive the law that 
the members of the council should refrain from labor [in Torah and 
should listen to the reading of the scroll of EsthÇ].” 


Simeon bar Ba in the name of R. Yohanan: “‘Nor should the 
commemoration of these days cease among their descendants’ (Est. 
9:28): It is on the basis of this statement that sages have established 
support [for the preceding statements about refraining from labor and 
listening to the scroll of Esther].” 


2:5 


[A] All are valid to read the scroll, except for a deaf-mute, an idiot, and a 


minor. 


[B] R. Judah declares valid in the case of a minor. 


[C] They do not read the scroll, perform a rite of circumcision, immerse, 


sprinkle purification-water, 


[D] and so too, a woman awaiting day against day should not immerse, 


[E] until sunrise. 


[F] But in any case in which one did so after the dawn has risen, it is 


valid. 


